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Code of Ethics for Research

1. Introduction

Students who undertake research at any level of study are required to conduct the research in
a manner that conforms to requirements and standards set down by RCP. Research can be defined
as an inquiry of an investigative, experimental or critical nature which is driven by a question,
hypothesis, or intellectual position capable of rigorous assessment, and the findings of which are
open to scrutiny and formal evaluation; it includes any intellectual or creative work published,
exhibited, presented, or performed in a written, spoken, electronic, broadcasting, visual,

performance, or other medium.

2. Purpose

Ethical issues arise when any research and/or related activities involve the interests and rights
of others. The purpose of these regulations is to facilitate ethical conduct which respects the rights
of people, communities, companies, trusts, and other organisations. These regulations explain the
standards of ethical conduct and the procedures that apply for the maintenance and monitoring of
these standards. All applications to the Institute’s research ethics review committee will be

reviewed for approval on the basis of their compliance with these regulations.

3. Plagiarism:

Plagiarism means presenting as one’s own work the work of another, and includes the
copying or paraphrasing of another person’s work in an assessment item without acknowledging it
as the other person’s work through full and accurate referencing; it applies to research and to
assessment presented through a written, spoken, electronic, broadcasting, visual, performance, or
other medium. Plagiarism also includes self-plagiarism which is the use of one’s own work that has
been used and/or published in another context without acknowledging the previous work through

appropriate referencing.

4. Code of Conduct:
A. Faculty/Scholar/Student engaged in research:

a. Must fairly and fully represent results as he or she honestly perceives them, without
falsifying data, fabricating data, claiming results where none have been obtained, or

fraudulently changing records
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b.

C.

Must not commit or condone plagiarism

Must be scrupulously honest in the ascription of authorship, and must not list
authors without their permission or attribute work to others who have not in fact

contributed to the research

Must conform with professional standards and codes of ethics relevant to the
discipline

Must exercise integrity and good faith in every aspect of research practice

Must comply with the Ethical Conduct in Research and Related Activities
Regulations when the research involves collecting data about and from people and

organizations.

5. Research and Related Activities Regulations

1. These Rules are applicable to:

A. All faculty members of RCP.

B. All Research Scholars conducting research under RCP

C. Post-Graduate or equivalent students under RCP

2. Research Scholars / Students are required to apply for formal approval from the Departmental

Research Committee / Respective Principal / Head of Research for the Research Study.

3. Under these regulations, all research and/or related activities are required to have formal ethics

review and approval.

4. Faculty members are required to submit applications for approval from the Research Ethics

Committee if the research involves active participation of one or more students or if the study

involves collection of any form of data from the students.

R & D comitte itself act as a ethical review board. There is a growing number of students, teachers

and research scholars who are conducting major and minor research projects in the domain of

pharmaceutical sciences. In recent years researchers have increasingly ventured into topics that

touch upon social and ethical dilemmas and controversial subjects. While the researcher has and

should enjoy freedom to explore diverse topics, it is an obligation that we have towards society to

protect the interests and integrity of the participants of the research. The purpose of an ethical

review board is to ensure that the research studies being undertaken in the organization do not

violate the integrity of the participants and are geared towards the betterment of society. Another
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objective of an ethical review board is also to ensure good scientific practice, like originality of
research ideas, methodologically sound research designs, good scientific reporting practices, and
anti-plagiarism practices. The American Psychological Association (APA) has listed down the
following general ethical principles for research with human participants:

i. Beneficence and non-maleficence
ii. Fidelity and responsibility
iii. Integrity
iv. Justice and

V. Respect for peoples’ rights and dignity
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